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Abstract. The integration of Mexican public universities into high-level international academic networks is 

essential in the current geopolitical and educational context. This article examines the strategic importance of 

joining the Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU), a consortium of 62 leading institutions from the 

Asia-Pacific region. Using a qualitative and documentary methodology, the study analyzes four key 

perspectives: academic excellence, university diplomacy, student leadership, and sustainability. The findings 

reveal that APRU membership would not only enhance scientific collaboration and global influence but also 

reinforce Mexico’s positioning in Asia-Pacific dynamics through soft power and international education. The 

paper concludes with a proposed roadmap for incorporation and emphasizes the relevance of higher education 

diplomacy for Mexico’s national development strategy and the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 
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1. Introduction 

In the contemporary global landscape, higher education has become a strategic instrument 

for the international positioning of nation-states. Universities no longer operate solely as 

centers for professional or technical training, but as platforms for academic diplomacy, 

technological innovation, and public policy influence (Marginson, 2022). For over two 

decades, global rankings, collaborative research networks, and academic mobility have 

become key indicators of a nation’s soft power (Wang & Postiglione, 2021). 

The Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) brings together 62 world-class research 

institutions located in countries strategically connected by the transpacific axis. This 

academic bloc represents one of the largest concentrations of scientific production and global 

political influence, comprising institutions such as the University of California, Berkeley; 

Tsinghua University; The University of Tokyo; and the National University of Singapore 
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(APRU, 2024). Mexico's absence from this network limits its capacity for international 

projection in the most dynamic region of the 21st century. 

Consequently, this article proposes that the strategic integration of Mexican public 

universities into APRU is not only desirable but urgent, as it represents a pathway to 

reposition the country within the global knowledge system, enhance academic quality, 

strengthen scientific diplomacy, and promote the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (UN, 2023). 

2. Justification of the Study 

Mexico is a natural part of the Pacific region due to its geographic location, trade relations, 

international treaties such as the USMCA, and its growing participation in regionalized 

supply chains. However, its university system has remained largely outside of major 

international academic networks that directly influence the development of frontier science, 

such as APRU, Universitas 21, or the ASEAN University Network (Altbach & de Wit, 

2020). 

The justification for Mexico's integration into APRU goes beyond academic reasons and 

enters the realm of strategic necessity. Mexican public universities have developed 

significant capabilities in key areas such as climate change, public health, technology, and 

educational innovation. Nevertheless, their global impact remains limited by structural 

barriers such as a lack of institutional internationalization, weak connections to multilateral 

networks, and limited participation in transregional projects (ANUIES, 2020). 

Through APRU, Mexico could gain access to international calls for proposals, alliances with 

leading universities, advanced faculty training programs, and successful models of 

institutional sustainability. This aligns with the guidelines of the Sectoral Education Program 

2020–2024, which emphasizes the need to promote international cooperation as a transversal 

axis of university development (SEP, 2021). 
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3. Objectives 

General Objective 

To analyze the feasibility and strategic benefits of integrating Mexican public universities 

into the APRU network from a multidimensional perspective. 

Specific Objectives 

• To identify academic and research opportunities arising from APRU membership. 

• To evaluate the potential of university diplomacy as a tool for international 

projection. 

• To explore the benefits of student training and international mobility. 

• To analyze possible synergies within the framework of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

4. Literature Review 

Knight (2015) redefined the internationalization of higher education as an intentional process 

of integrating international, intercultural, and global dimensions into the core functions of 

universities. Altbach and de Wit (2020) pointed out that networks such as APRU are catalysts 

for this transformation, enabling cooperation among leading universities across countries to 

address complex global challenges. Marginson (2022) argued that universities should act as 

geopolitical nodes within international knowledge systems, while Wang and Postiglione 

(2021) highlighted university diplomacy as a tool of regional influence. APRU (2024) 

defines itself as a meta-university that brings together more than 60 elite institutions to 

strengthen institutional capacities in response to global challenges. Recent studies in 

the International Journal of Educational Development have also acknowledged the growing 

value of academic diplomacy in times of global polarization. 

5. Research Methodology 
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This article adopts a qualitative, exploratory approach with a documentary and comparative 

design. Primary sources were analyzed, including the official APRU website, institutional 

statements from its members, and Mexican public policies on educational 

internationalization. The content analysis method was used to interpret institutional 

narratives, strategic documents, and relevant case studies such as the University of Chile and 

the National University of Singapore (Benitez & Casais, 2023). 

Databases consulted included Scopus, Web of Science, ERIC, and Google Scholar, 

prioritizing literature published between 2020 and 2024. Additionally, university 

performance indicators, normative frameworks for international integration, and 

recommendations from multilateral organizations such as UNESCO and the OECD on 

university governance in global networks were examined. 

6. Results and Analysis 

6.1 Academic Excellence and Research 

The APRU network accounts for over 12% of global scientific output (APRU, 2024), 

comprising universities with high citation rates, leadership in technological innovation, and 

interdisciplinary collaboration. Integrating Mexican universities into this network would 

grant access to collaborative projects in areas such as public health, artificial intelligence, 

climate change, and digital governance. Such exchanges would enhance academic 

productivity, strengthen research teams, and increase visibility in indexed journals 

(Marginson, 2022). 

6.2 University Diplomacy and International Positioning 

APRU member institutions actively participate in multilateral forums, promoting academic 

and scientific dialogue as instruments of diplomacy. Higher education thereby becomes a key 

component of national soft power. By joining APRU, Mexico could project a Latin American 

perspective on global issues, contributing to regional governance, academic equity, and 

South–South cooperation (Wang & Postiglione, 2021). 
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6.3 Student Training and Global Leadership 

APRU supports initiatives such as the Undergraduate Leadership Program (ULP) and Asia-

Pacific Women in Leadership (APWiL), which foster leadership skills, critical thinking, 

and social engagement among university students. Mexican institutions could involve their 

students in these programs, promoting academic mobility, internationalizing curricula, and 

nurturing global leaders with intercultural awareness (Knight, 2015). 

6.4 Sustainability and the SDGs 

APRU’s commitment to the 2030 Agenda is reflected in initiatives on planetary health, 

resilient cities, food security, and climate education. Mexico’s participation would facilitate 

the adaptation and transfer of sustainable solutions to regional contexts, aligning local impact 

projects with global agendas (UN, 2023; OECD, 2023). 

Table 1. Geographical Composition of APRU Member Universities 

World Region 
Number of 

Universities 

Approximate 

Percentage 

East Asia (China, Japan, Korea) 24 40% 

North America (USA, Canada) 14 23% 

Oceania (Australia, New Zealand) 9 15% 

Southeast Asia (Singapore, 

Thailand...) 
6 10% 

Latin America (Chile) 1 2% 

Others 6 10% 

Total 60 100% 

Source: Author's compilation based on APRU (2024). 

Table 2. Mexican Public Universities with Potential to Join APRU 

University Key Indicators 

National Autonomous University 

of Mexico (UNAM) 

High scientific output, global presence, top QS 

ranking 

National Polytechnic Institute 

(IPN) 
Research in engineering and applied technologies 
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University of Guadalajara (UdeG) 
Broad regional network, focus on health, 

environment, and ICTs 

Metropolitan Autonomous 

University (UAM) 

Flexible academic model, strong presence in social 

sciences 

Benemérita Autonomous 

University of Puebla (BUAP) 

Internationalization programs and interdisciplinary 

projects 

Autonomous University of Nuevo 

León (UANL) 

International accreditations and scientific 

collaboration 

University of Sonora (UNISON) 
Regional participation and renewable energy 

innovation 

Autonomous University of Baja 

California (UABC) 
Cross-border projection and binational cooperation 

Autonomous University of the 

State of Mexico (UAEMex) 
SDG linkages and international cooperation 

Autonomous University of Sinaloa 

(UAS) 

Scientific output in health sciences and food 

technologies 

Autonomous University of the 

West (UAdeO) 

Multi-regional presence with six campuses and 

graduate programs in regional development 

Source: Author’s compilation based on indicators from QS, ANUIES (2023), SEP (2021), 

and UAdeO (2024). 

7. Expected Impact on the Mexican University System 

Integration into APRU would entail a structural transformation of the Mexican university 

ecosystem. Anticipated impacts include: 

• An increase in the quality and visibility of scientific output. 

• Greater participation in international cooperation networks. 

• Training of globally competent and multilingual students. 

• Diplomatic positioning of Mexican universities as regional actors. 

• Attraction of international talent and improved institutional evaluation indicators. 

• Synergies with productive sectors and enhanced impact on innovation and 

development. 

These opportunities would enable Mexican universities to overcome structural lags in 

internationalization and assume a leading role in global higher education. 
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8. Impact and Relevance 

Mexico's linkage to the APRU network would generate tangible short- and long-term 

impacts. Academically, it would help consolidate an institutional culture geared toward 

excellence and global collaboration. Diplomatically, it would strengthen the country’s image 

as a regional leader committed to scientific development. Socially, it would foster greater 

equity in access to international opportunities for students and scholars, especially women 

and underrepresented groups (Fernández-Caramés & Fraga-Lamas, 2024). 

At a strategic level, this integration aligns with a pivotal geopolitical moment in which Latin 

America must decide its degree of engagement in global academic structures. By acting as a 

bridge between Asia and the Americas, Mexico could reposition its influence within the 

international educational agenda. 

9. Conclusions 

The inclusion of Mexican public universities in APRU is not merely a matter of symbolic 

recognition, but rather a strategic and intelligent insertion into the global knowledge 

ecosystem. Through research, student development, sustainability, and academic diplomacy, 

Mexico can project itself as a Global South benchmark committed to the scientific, cultural, 

and social transformation of the 21st century. 

To achieve this, governmental agencies, university leadership, and collegiate bodies are 

encouraged to establish a national roadmap for APRU integration. This plan should include 

the strengthening of linguistic, technological, and institutional governance capacities. Such a 

transformative step would solidify Mexico’s regional leadership in higher education and 

actively contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
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